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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SS-15 INR-10 INRE-00 SSO-OO 
SP-02 H-01 /040W 

108677 301326Z/41 

O301101Z JUN78 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8586 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3750 

ST ADIS//////////// 

FOR NEA/ARN-HOWELL FROM CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, OEXC, SY, US 

SUBJ: SYRIAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION TO THE US 

REF: DAMASCUS 3741 

1 . 1 DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING OFFICIAL INVITATION TO THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL, MAHMOUD HADID, JUNE 29. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND 
AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS. I HAVE 
THE HONOR TO EXTEND AN INVITATION TO THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL 
OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC FOR A DELEGATION OF THREE 
COUNCIL MEMBERS TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES NEXT WINTER FOR 
A PERIOD OF THREE TO FOUR WEEKS. 

WE HAVE EXCHANGED SOME PRELIMINARY IDEAS ON THE SCOPE 
AND PRECISE TIMING OF SUCH A VISIT WITH THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL FOREIGN AND ARAB AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
AND PROPOSE THAT WE WORK WITH HIM AND WITH THE STAFF OF 
THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL TO DEVELOP A PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT. 
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WE BELIEVE THIS PROPOSED VISIT WILL PROVIDE AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO EXTEND THE DIALOGUE BEGUN BY THE VISIT TO THE 
UNITED STATES OF A DELEGATION FROM THE PREVIOUS PEOPLE’S 
COUNCIL AND CONTINUED THROUGH THE RECIPROCAL VISIT TO 
SYRIA OF DELEGATIONS FROM BOTH HOUSES OF THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS LAST JANUARY. WE ARE CONVINCED THAT SUCH 
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A DIALOGUE IS MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL AND LOOK FORWARD TO ITS 
CONTINUATION. 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY BEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND HIGHEST RESPECT. 
END TEXT. 

2. AS YOU CAN SEE WE HAVE SKIRTED THE ROLE OF THE CONGRESS. 
PRESS ANNOUNCEMENTS HERE ARE PLAYING THE VISIT AS BEING AT 
THE EXPRESS INVITATION OF THE CONGRESS, BUT I BELIEVE THE 
SARG IS WELL AWARE OF THE TRUE STATE OF AFFAIRS. I SEE NO 
REAL HARM IF THE SYRIANS WANT TO PLAY THE INVITATION THIS 
WAY FOR INTERNAL CONSUMPTION. IT WILL BE IMPORTANT FOR 
THE SYRIANS. HOWEVER. TO HAVE SOME KIND OF ACTIVITY ON 
THE HILL, PERHAPS A LUNCHEON MEETING, SO THAT THEY CAN 
JUSTIFY THEIR OWN PROPAGANDA. I TRUST IT WILL NOT CAUSE 
UNSURMOUNT ABLE PROBLEMS IF WE CONTINUE TO PUBLICLY PLAY 
DOWN AND FUZZ OVER JUST WHO IS INVITING WHOM. 

PELLETREAU 

NOTE BY OC/T: REFTEL NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DAMASC03750 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780270-0823 
Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978064/aaaaadil.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 38ab4685-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: STADIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Reference: 78 DAMASCUS 3741 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2283261 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYRIAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION TO THE US 
TAGS: PEPR, OEXC, OVIP, SY, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/38ab4685-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



